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Healing
the Scars

It would!be all
too easy for young
burn victims
to live life
in the shadows.
Burn Camp helps
™ them build
A confidence to
face the world.
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[t would be all too easy for young
burn victims to live life in the
shadows. Burn Camp helps them
build confidence to face the world.

Healing e Scars

Story by Regina Brett | Photographs by Gus Chan

N A CLOUDY LATE-AUGUST MORNING, children wearing
oversized T-shirts with jeans or long, baggy shorts lug sleeping bags,
backpacks, suiteases and duffel bags into the lobby of MetroHealth

Medieal Center. A chartered bus will arrive soon to take them away for
a weckend — away from parents who hover, strangers who whisper, children whe
tease.

Each child waits next to parents who are sitting quietly or talking 100 loudly,
too openly, too eagerly about what happened to their kds. The children tumn
away. They pretend not te hear,

The parents study the children’s scars. Some kids are missing cychrows, ears,
fingers, hands. The parents smilc at those children burned the worst. Strangers
usually stare then smile. But these parents’ tight smiles hide something besides
pity. Like the others, they want to know what happened, but they alse wonder:
‘Whose fault was it?

They need to know that other parents also picked the wrong baby sitter,
misplaced a cigarette lighter, couldn't find a child thraugh the smoke. Their guilt

is written all over their own child’s face, arms, legs.

Derelc Morrow, 11, scarches for a groundhog
that raced under one of the cabins at Camp
Christapher, where Burn Camp is held.
Derek, who lives in Cleveland, spent the
weekend with 22 other carpers.
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